
"; i . n ° that our w*tern 

J ' * **rch for tryth. K « 

no+h.ti^ of tho Knd. It Is * contest 
otwoon two rid<v> phiy*d according 
to C®rt«m rufo* a*d If tHe truth 
apponj to omergo as tH© rosult of 
™ contest, then that fc pure 

windfall* 1 

LUDQVIC KENNEDY 
('The Trial of Stephen Ward') 
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Take the Initiative! 




> 1 


^ CORRESPONDENT in las: 

*wixk*$ F^ffdom in corn mint¬ 
ing on :bc editorial Tooteotcd 
Cows" could no: see of what use 
was our sug gest i o n that anarchists 
should urge workers to demand 
wage increases and improved con¬ 
ditions if. as we also suggested, 
modem capitalism in its owti inter¬ 
ests would be obliged to encourage 
prosperity among the workers any¬ 
way. A part from the fact that we 
were attempting !o observe long 
term trends, which docs not blind 
us however. :o the present situation, 
which is that basic wage rates for 
most workers are sufficient only to 
provide the bare nccesities of life, we 


do not believe that it is cither the 
function or in the interests of wage 
earners ever to leave the initiative to 
the boss, and therefore however 
willing he may be to increase the 
workers' purchasing power, their 
demands should always be for more 
than he is prepared to concede. 
There can be no permanent modus 
vrvertdi between labour and capital 
if only for the mason that the 
relationship is one-sided, because 
power is one-sided. Trade Union 
leaders and politicians have a vested 
interest in inequality among men. 
and it is not surprising that while 
they agitate for equality of oppor¬ 
tunity they also fervently believe irr 


Martell’s Election Policy 


A PRIVATE sum! ctJnfkJcnttaJ report 
issued by Mandl rmi,es interesting 
; reading, it sent to aff supporters 
f or '_hc Master Bride 

It mentions his declared intottionn on 
Power and Postal dispute and hi* 
so sboiase die respective union * 
The report then suite* that 
B~3& 


r the priming of i “well known and 
ire/ cstibhshod wTCkb periodic^!". It 
wxtttld give Freedom Group's printing 
concert a contract turnover exceeding 
£L100 per week. Such a publication 
would be a highly profitable proposition. 
Any statenjent from the MarteJl orgsun- 
rsatio^ would not be OMUptete without 
ft progress report on **the attack on the 
fmixns* 4 !5P Conservative HP 3 have 
supported the motion for ft Royal Corn- 
EEissrcm on trade unions, whick in fact 
is !aL f the k bencher*'. On the 
quertor- of support for the Martdl 
orgam^arwari they esffiitiate to double the 
ftiunber on the Master Index by the 
end of the year 

Finance .5 we! 1 catered for. the point 
is stressed tha* in the early dim people 
'Stinted tbemseh^s io help Martel* but 
n<rw ill lit is n<r oscettary, the Loan 
Scheme outlined below is offered to 
people who can eomfortablv afford it. 


JO 


I* Loam should nor be Sess than i 
Of more thftn £2.090 
2 _ f mm shall caxrv an .rterev </ 4 

gross per ftfCTKC. 

?, ImfTwdistcfy on receipt of * It 

a cheque wil? be sent to wo. inc 
five of mleresT dated ri£b& J 2. 
of ft months ahead as >00 wish. 

4 , If earlier repayment js required 
any time it can he ftirfengsc by 
daw' notice 

5 . I will erf course give my pera ne 
guarantee of repayment 

If you have am problem* vchi c 


yi 


ANARCHY 39 
ISON 

HOMER LANE 

ANARCHY h PubfiLv^d try 

Freedom Press at 2s, 

on the first Saturday of every month 


reach VSr. Mantel] on hi* personal line 
NOR 4484 and I am assured that this 
line doesn't go through the switchboard, 
therefore you can have a hcfirt-to-hcft^ 
talk with she ‘master mind' himself, 

Martel] and his entourage have been 
louring the country attending public 
meetings, with n view to discussing thdi 
’■mu Jua 'juJLU 

sent out referendum forms on the same 
xubiect and in the New Dash on April 
;ft. ihe revtfad policy sfetement was 
grimed in fufh They say revised pol¬ 
icy statement* although I find very little 
different from the statement printed in 
the Guardian on January 1. 1962. 

The watchword is Britain proud and 
strong controlling her own nuclear deter¬ 
rent, never subservient to Russia, C.S.A. 
or the Afro-Asian countries, not even to 
that beloved of all organisations the 
United Nations 1 . The paragraph on 
Government spending is impresting. IE 
prattles on about the excesses of the 
welfare state, subsidies, etc., it suggests 
Tha t taxation, could be reduced if these 
excesses were cut out. No mention is 
mftde of the arms programme so ons 
must assume that we must have bigger 
awl better gunboats. 

On Crime and Delinquency the Gov¬ 
ernment is avked to cut out their psy¬ 
chiatric attitude to crime. But of course 
this paragraph was written in the middle 
age* and ha* been included for “Kicks', 
for the ex military' types who make up 
the Martel! organisation. 

A Royal Commission is called for to 
enquire into the status and activities of 
ft&ociattoss and unions, with particular 
effect of dosed shop. Rgbt to strike and 
picketing, etc Basically this is what 
the Mftrtd! organisation is all about, 
vrjsmh union organise* tioos and the rest 
i* easy. 

The fi/v adveriisement in 'Keep ihe 
Socilaki Out C& fnpzjfp). appeared ip 
7&* Times 1 *^ V^ryJay. 4 May. Mar- 
trffi cMTfftnr*stkw * a •/'declared sArike- 
bfrakmjc outfit with ft firm foothold m 
the pfi*ib.nf induafjry Aft prirt*workers, 
do s»c hair to eul our oiij throfti!* b> 
ft«a£rtixtg in ihi* crowd? J 

suturst W£ DOST 

FreeckfttB Group** s>.»npsrfbj|*cr* are 

be^inomg to craw! tfvm wadtf their 
vftrfuu* stones The Yorkshire Putt on 
April 30, litfitfd if the of Mr 

MftfleB's group can help to nafee the 

public ftvrjur that a La boor Guvet reise"! 
would strip Britam of her independent 
deicrrcni and would plague her immty 
with nationnhsabon, fiv Grvttp »r#7/ A«fv< 
act fed a useful p»fptne“ </ny 

When Martdl epoke at Wunbleik*a 
Sir Cyril Black, the MR for tl*e COD- 
sttiuciKv and ft fewmer Mayor of Wim¬ 
bledon W»t On the platform. Sir Cyril 
hold* a record 61 dijtctorshipv There 
i* power in these sources of sympathy 
And this may be only the befInning, 

b*u. Qmmoem 


the maintenance of differential 
EverYbodv, they declare, “should 
bave'thc same opportunty of getting 
to the lop." But as evervo ne knows 
it is not possible for everybody to 
to the top, and therefore the 
Equality of opportunity" which 
they champion meartS' ^t most, that 
abilrly and not wealth or ftepoiism. 
shoufd be the criterion in determin¬ 
ing who shall be the new privileged 
class. But every privileged class 
seeks to perpetuate itself, and so 
even if we succeeded in having a 
ruling hierarchy of brains one can 
only assume that they would be even 
worse tyrants than their predecessors 
since they would use their brains as 
well as brute force (police^ laws, 
armed forces) to consolidate their 
power! 

it 

|F then, equality of opportunity is 
to be more than just a means for 
creating a new privileged class, a 
new inequality, or a meaning less 
slogan, it must involve not only a 
revolution in the educational system 
but also a revolutionary assault on 
the present ow^e-ship" and drstri- 
butfort of wealth of evt^ kind. The 
■iuuiuaiiikjuuu Ui 

wealth and the means of production 
with full compensation, which is the 
socialists' alternative to Individual 
ownership as at preselni could lead 
to a planned production in which 
considerations of need, and not 
profits, arc paramount, but it would 


not end privilege, and the present 
power of the employers would be 
transferred to that of the State, 
There is enough evidence around us 
to convince any thinking person that 
the State as an employer can be 
a harder task master than the indi¬ 
vidual employer. 

If wage earners are not to jump 
out of the frying-pan of free-for-all 


IN RHODESIA & AUSTRALIA 


capitalism into the lire of State 
capitalism or. which is just as bad. 
resign themselves to spending a 
working lifetime in the frying pan, 
they must be convinced, in their 
own minds, that a practical alterna¬ 
tive exists which will make their 
lives richer, freer, more meaningful 
and satisfying in all respects. An¬ 
archism h the alternative: we have 
no doubt about that. Our doubts, 
and most of the discussion, even 
between anarchists, is how to put 
over our propaganda so that it con¬ 
vinces an even larger number of 
people more than intellectually, of 
Continued on page 5 


^INDUSTRIAL NOTES 


SPANISH MINERS STRIKE 


Once again strike action and protest 
has started in the Oviedo region of 
Northern Spain. Coal-miners and metal¬ 
lurgical workers totaling 40.000 men 
have either withdrawn their labour or 
are now on strike. 

The strikers are demanding a number 
of claims including higher wages and 
their own trade unions. But the griev¬ 
ance that has really brought the whole 
thing to a head has been the rejection 
by the managements of better protection 
against silicosis, the occupational disease 
of miners. 

A translation trom a leaflet published 

-t » v lift . 1 hjiuomjj —^ uu/odciaUvn o+ 
Labour, in caffe in France, called "‘Ex¬ 
plosive situation in Asturia^' says^- 
“In the GimocbaAIiehon. (be problem 
raised by those sufTcring from silicosis 
is still latent and it. is the workers con¬ 
cerned who are keeping up the initiative 
There is a ministerial order which 
obliges the company to find for those 


suffering from silicosis, jobs outside the 
pits so that their condition docs not 
deteriorate, and establishes a scale of 
pensions for the seriously affected; The 
company alleges that there an: too many 
affected by silicosis and refuses to fulfil 
the legal provisos. Jn spite of the re¬ 
fusal and the threats of the company, 
these unfortunate workers, faced by the 
dangers of their position, go every day 
to collect their lamps and go down to 
their destination, but once there they 
go to the wash-rooms and stay there 
for the whole day and finally go home. 
This has been going on for 3 fortnight.** 
—U, ,H*n»-Trii "hr. ■ fc iriL'» 'hr vare jy-fflL. 

taking place are rn actual fact a climax 
to what has been building up fpr some 
time. The Ecafict refers to the Natoa 
and Caudal valleys sod says. "The basic 
problems in these zones are : dentical to 
those which arc arising in various parts 
of the region. A wage increase deman- 
Continue^ on pego 3 


Direct Action and the Election 


TYPICAL objection lo anarchist 
attitudes to politics and elec¬ 
tions is that they mean doing 
nothing, while choosing the least 
available evil aod supporting or 
voting for it is at least doing some¬ 
thing, even if admittedly not very 
much. A letter in this vein appears 
in Peace News 1,5/1964 from 
Judith Cook, who aLso complains 
about being circularised with dupli¬ 
cated literature from disputing 
factions in the movement, and asks: 
‘‘Given that some members of 
C.ND. will actively campaign 
against the Labour Party, what plans 
have they to deal with some of the 
subjects that Labour has promised 
to deal with—an army embargo to 
South Africa, no British involvement 
in the multilateral nuclear force, dis¬ 
engagement in Europe and more 
money for ihe social services/* 

Mr>, Cook must have scanned 
Mr Wilson’s speeches more thor¬ 
oughly than the writer if she has 
firm evidence on the two points, 
although it b doubtful how the 
Bmrsh government itself would 
achieve drsengugenKrnt in Europe 
It is also hard to believe ut this 
stage that an anm embargo will 
Mriouaiy reduce South Africa*® 
military strength or the precise 
deployment of the Webern forces 
in the cold war make much differ¬ 
ence to its total effect- 
What h more import ant to «et 
across is that questions such as 
those posed in the Fw? letter 
just do not admit of the neat answers 
that politicians like to talk in,‘This 
is our policy, what's yourx'^ On 


the South African Issue, there have 
been efforts to incite direct action 
among dockers to refuse South 
African cargoes. These have not 
met with much quantitative success, 
but h can hardly be doubted that if 
all the money and effort that has 
been put by sincere people into 
electing fools and crooks 10 “repre- 
senr them m parliament had been 
devoted to persuading people to 
take direct action in matters whetfe 
the> were directly involved, there 
would be far fewer British arms in 
South Africa now. 

However, although at times some 
anarchists may have been guilty of 
s in 1 pi Tying social affairs too much 
by suggesting that even thing could 
be put right on a day of revolution. 
they have* never suggested that the> 
could be put right on a day of elec¬ 
tion either by voting or bv abstain¬ 
ing, What a socially active person 
hopes to see on election day does 
however condition what he or she 
docs for the nest of the five years. 
Anarchists regard the influences of 
the Labour and Communist parries 
m tfie socialist movements as cor¬ 
rupting ones not because they pro¬ 
duce a pile of crosses every five 
years, but because they have re¬ 
sulted in the energy that has been 
put into social protest and attempts 
to create a freoer and more egali¬ 
tarian society, and eliminate specific 
evils, being channeled into unfruit¬ 
ful directions such as signing 
petitions, trying to get la** passed 
or repealed, and supporting the can¬ 
didates of this or that party. 

ft is quite relevant in this con¬ 


text to refer to the present disin¬ 
tegration of the OLD. movement 
because it Ulus trues perfectly the 
effect of polities on a social move^ 
meat. The splitting activities have 
not been the work of libenarion 
groups but of the professional labour 
and communist supporters among 
its bureaucracy who are prepared in 
a moment when they have to choose 
between the movement and the 
party, to sabotage the CND to pre¬ 
vent its voice being a threat to the 
ambitious o£ the Labour Party. 

Six years of Labour government 
alter the war did not produce social¬ 
ism or anything Like it. The fact 
that toryisui has reigned for 13 years 
is just as much a condcmmtion of 
what went before it and the labour 
movement that co-opcraied with it 
while it was in power, as it is of the 
fortes. 

it has been made as dear as space 
permitted, both in the anarchist anti- 
election Literature and the East 
Anglian Committee of 100 leaflet, 
that direct actionists don’t make the 
kind of promises that politicians do. 
and that they only suggest absten¬ 
tion as a start to conrinucus social 
activity and concern, while the vote 
is ,1 start to five yean of irrespon¬ 
sibility. 

In trying to reply to the challenge 
of Labour supjx?rters, wc also have 
the right to ask what they propose 
to do if the government ibey dcct 
intfodHoes conscription, anti-union 
legislation or takes pan in imperial¬ 
ist adventures. Sit back and appeal 
for unity? 

PH. 

















Censorship & Hypocrisy 


IN SOUTHERN RHODESIA ... 


TN Freedom (26/4/64) l reported ihal 
after' a declaration of independence 
the Government here was intending 
among other things, to censor the press 
and radio and to increase the franchise 
qualifications. It now seems evident that 
the Government is already censoring 
the radio and the press and, if one can 
judge by Mr, Smith's remark that (here 
will not he an African Government in 
his lifetime, it follows that an increase 
in the franchise is intended as the pre¬ 
sent constitution ensures an African 
Government in about ten years. 

Radio censorship was revealed when 
the Southern Rhodesian Broadcasting 
Corporation withdrew an invitation to 
Mr. Harwicke Hoi demess to appear on 
television. Mr. Holdcmcss was due to 
leave for London to join Mr. Garfidd 
Todd in order to discuss Southern 
Rhodesian affairs and he was about to 
appear on television when, at the last 
minute, the Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Minister of justice, Mr. Van de: 
By I ''suggested” to the $RBC that Mr, 
HoldemesVs views should not be given 
prominence. The Rhodesian TV then 
withdrew the invitatiion to Mr. Holder- 
ness. The president of the Rhodesian 
Guild of journalists commented that “it 
is obvious to the guild that political 
considerations dictated this act of cen¬ 
sorship” and added that it was thought 
that this was the "first overt act in a 
carefully planned campaign to muzzle 
iht press.” The settler paper the 
“Rhodesia Herald” spoke of a "ham* 
handed decision” by the “shadowy 
figure oi Mr. Van der By!" and the 
African directed "Daily News” asked: 
“Is this the beginning of censorship of 
news and speech? * 1 * 

This observer found the reaction of 
the "'Rhodesia Herald” interesting as i: 
has itself recently accepted Government 
‘‘advice” on a matter, and has censored 


news. This involved the printing by the 
“Rhodesia Herald” of a police statement 
claiming that a European teacher at 
Highfield Community School hao 
"staged” an incident with some camera¬ 
men to make it took as it children at 
ihc school were being ill-treated by the 
police. The "Rhodesia Herald” censor¬ 
ed a refutation by the European teachoi 
of any such “staged” incident after being 
"advised" to do so by the police. In 
fact, one wonders whether the Holder- 
ness episode is not bound up in thri 
supposed incident at Highfield Com¬ 
munity School, The lawyers who are 


sucing Mr. D U n 0n t for defamation of 
character as regards the European teacher 
-ire a firm of vh j C h Mr. Holderness is 
the joint director It could be that Mr. 
HoIdomcss wa N censored purely out of 
spite lor assisting a person in sueing the 
Minister of Uw and Order, 

Another rather alarming factor of the 
present day scene here was emphasised 
by a writer i n *he “Daily News” who 
reported that at 3 political mooring re¬ 
cently the Rhodesian From cheer-leaders 
struck him as being determined to kill 
freedom of spech and expression. The 
rise of the Nazi! in Germany and of 
totalitarian movements elsewhere was 
compared with ihe behaviour of these 
Rhodesian Front cheer-leaders. There 


... ANO IN AUSTRALIA 


BOOKS ? 

we can supply 

ANY book to pitot 
Afro out-of-prial book# icintod for 
Mad frequently loud! Tbli tod 
paper-back*, ekiidrea’a book* and I 
book*, (Pleue supply published* 
if possible). 


NEW BOOKS 

Vemcie and Horizontal Lilian Ross !&/- 
Our Industrial Urban Civilization 

Neis Anderson 25/- 
Homc. Lane W. David Wills 40/- 

Americao Aspects D. W. Brogan 21/- 
Democracy and Class Struggle 

Xohn Gollan 2/- 
RaciaJ Crisis in America 

L. Killan & C. Grigg 1 61- 
CourUeriosurgeiiCS Warfare 

D. Gal ula 27/6 

Cod and Golem Inc. 

Norbert Wiener 23/- 

REPRINTS AND CHEAP EDITIONS 

The District Doctor and 

Other Stories Ivan Turgenev 16/- 

Dcdinc Of Imperial Russia 

Hugh Seion-Watson 16/- 

SECOND-HAND 

The Organisation Man William L. White, 
Jr. g/ 6 ; Love, Evolution and Religion 
George T, Hasting? 7/6; Critical and 
Miscellaneous Essays Thomas Carlyle 
(2 Vols,/ 5/- set; Parliament; What It is 
and How it Works Henry Morrison and 
Wilfred ‘Abbott 2/6; The Diary of 1 $ 
Condemned Man A. H, Fried 4/-; The 
Labour Unrest. What if is and What it 
Portends <1911) Fred Henderson 3/6; The 
Expanding Universe Sir Arthur Edding¬ 
ton 3/«; Beyond Good and Evil Fried¬ 
rich Nietehe (Wrpd.) 6 /-; The Outlook 
for Homo Sapiens (1942) H. C, Wells 
4/-; Engines of Social Progress W. L, 
George 3/-; How Children Learn to 
Speak M- M. Lewis 3/6; Mr. Bribing 
Sec^ tt Through H. G. Well* 2/6; The 
Wife of Sir Isaac Harman H. G. Wells 
2/6; Men Like Gods H, G. Wells 3/6; 
Russian Literature Maurice Baring 3/-, 

Freedom Bookshop 

iOpm 1 p m.—530 ms dally; 

Ifl % p.m. Thursdays: 

10 a.nw^-5 p.mu Saiurdayri. - 


A storm has been raging in Victoria 
over the mysterious “disappearance”, 
early last month, of Mary McCarthy’s 
latest novel "The Group”. Several ques¬ 
tions remain unanswered concerning this 
curious affair. The known facts are 
these: 

“The Group” had been on open sale 
in Victoria (and throughout Australia) 
for almost 6 months. It had passed the 
Fede ral Government’s * Li tera ry Censo r- 
ship Board, 

Early in March, however, ^The 
Group” was found to have somehow 
“disappeared” from the bookshops. En¬ 
quirers were told that the book had 
become “unavailable”. There was (and 
is) no legal court ban on "The Group”. 
Overnight, however, the public teamed, 
it had, in fact, become a criminal offence 
in Victoria for: booksellers to display 
“The Group”, retailers and distributors 
to retain copies of “The Group” on their 
premises, persons owning copies of "The 
Group” to loan them (even to friends). 

Thousands of Victorians had, at some 
sull-undertermined date, unknowingly 
become criminals facing a possible 12 

months’ imprisonment.. r _ They___ 

J of tfiefr'precarious situation only Lhrough 
a sni I Fun explained news leak to the 
Melbourne press! 

Throughout the rest of Australia the 
book was freely available. This remark¬ 
able state of affairs had been achieved 
by means of secret agreement (collusion) 
between Her Majesty's Customs, the 
Vice Squad and the Australian publish¬ 
ers of “The Group” (Messrs. Hutchin¬ 
son). 

1 The latter, warned by the vice squad 
that ‘several complaints 1 had been re- 
F ceived concerning the book had, without 
protest and merely to oblige the authori¬ 
ties, ordered its immediate withdrawal. 
It was this “arrangement” that brought 
forth the following protest from even the 
Melbourne “Age” (1 S/3/64): "By personal 
decision, not by submission to law, a 
Victorian politician and a policeman 
have been able to deprive 3 milliion 
Australians of the opportunity to read 


a book which the properly constituted 
Federal body of literary experts has 
passed for general consumption.'’ 

When the public learned of this situa¬ 
tion, of course, several thousand pre¬ 
viously available copies of "The Group'’ 
had already been despatched across the 
border to New South Wales and it had 
become a criminal offeree to purchase a 
copy anywhere in the State {and still is). 
This was something new for even the 
wowser-ridden administration of Vic¬ 
toria, 


THE MYSTERY OF MARY 
McCarthy. 


But who, exactly, had complained 
about "The Group”? One such person 
introduced herself to a now outraged 
public via the pages of the Melbourne 
"Age”. This was Lady Olive Allison, 
of Kew/wife of business magnate Sir 
John Allison. After informing the 
"Age” readers that she had already 
complained [unsubcessfuUy-^F.WJ to 
the Federal, authorities about the book, 
Lady— (1-6/3/64); "This 

kind of literature Us quite useless as 
reading matter smd would not add to 
rhe cultural knowledge of anybody . § , 
Had there been one normal character in 
the book, or one useful sentiment ex¬ 
pressed, as it is a Book Society Choice, 
perhaps I could have accepted ii, but 
this is not so.” 

She suggested, in dosing, that the un¬ 
sold copies of "The Group" should be 
burned and the person responsible for 
the "blurb” on the book’s dust jacket 
be gaoled. 

Another person to complain about 
"The Group”—for entirely different 
reasons—was Victoria s Chief Secretary 
and Minister of the Crown, Mr, Arthur 
Rylah, the politician referred to in the 
"Age” editorial. 

Rylah. who last dinstinguished him¬ 
self in his efforts to hang Robert Peter 


*Kew a suburb of Melbourne. 


u movement afoot to abuse anyone 
wilh a white skin who is in any way 
Jibe ral. Abusive phone calls, accosting* 
in the street, insulting letters are the 
order of the day. Anyone who dis¬ 
agrees with the Rhodesian Front is 
practically regarded as a traitor. 

* * * 

JN an informed and succinct collection 
of essays entitled "The Price of 
Freedom”, nine Rhodesians, mostly 
liberals, discuss the situation here. One 
of them, Mr. Garfield Todd t in the best 
contribution to my mind, writes: "If 
the Government today repealed the Law 
and Order Maintenance Act and similar 
legislation it would be out of office in 
a week, for it faces a people in rebellion 
of mind and spirit, only kept in check 
by the physical lear of dogs, tear gas. 
rifle fire and imprisonment.” This is 
amply confirmed as over 150 Africans 
(including two women and a baby) are 
restricted without trial in what arc 
regarded as concentration camps and 100 
women are locked in jail for three 
months for demonstrating against the 

^Tair; m 1962, is also from Kew, He is 
in fact, JLady Allison's and Row’s 30,000 
other citizens’ personal representative in 
Parliament. Ryiah would scarcely claim 
to be a discriminating reader nirnsdf. 
Ho was, in fact, responsible for the most 
ludicrous episode (so far) in the entire 
Mary' McCarthy affair. 

In order to justify himself before 
posterity, as ii were. Rylah- -a lawyer 
like his father before him—had marched 
into the Legislative Assembly (1 S/3/64) 
well briefed on what he described .as 
"all this type of a ft from photography 
(“good clean dirt’) to pornography which 
was supposedly covered by some literary 

* meritj usually hard to find,” 

After brandishing such caret uily 
chosen publications as "Figure’, “Plea¬ 
sure”, "House of Lust”, “Convention 
Girl”] etc., the Chief Secretary proceeded 
(after sanctimoniously requesting the 
removal, from the public gallery of a 
party of visiting schoolgirls), to quote 
various passages from “The Group 
which he claimed to have found person’ 
ally objectionable. These were read 
read into the official Hansard report. In 
this way Rylah ensured that the "for 
bidden” extracts from the proscribed 
noved (price 22 / 6 ) would be available 
to the- public (including the visiting-, 
schoolgirls) for 4d. (the price of Hansard 
from the Government primer). 

At the height of the storm over "The 
Group's” “‘disappearance” Rylah also 
told the Melbourne “Sun” in a special 
statement (l S/3/64): "I was in Canberra 
when the Press first asked me about the 
book. I was asked two questions, (I) 
Had the book been banned? I said no. 
it had been voluntarily withdrawn from 
sale. (2) Had I read the book and what 
did I think of it? I said I had read it 
and I would not like it to be in Lhe 
hands of my t£eri-age s£ > n and daughter.” 
[This alleged concern over hypothetical 
teen-agers led one critic here to remark 
wryly: “Those teen-agers must be like 
their old man—they never group up!" 
Rylah, of course, has no teen-age son 
or daughter]. 

The Chief Secretary then made the 
following statement which many people 
have come to see as the key to the 


arrest of Mr, Nkomo and the China- 
manos. 

Now it seems the fear of imprison¬ 
ment has been cast aside by some Afri¬ 
cans and they are incarcerated in camps 
of enforced boredom and mental torture 
—for being agin' the Government, Out¬ 
side the camps their relatives, wives and 
children suffer. Children of one re- 
strides are said to be starving-—one 
gathers that there are 20 children and 
five wives, and now the bread-winner 
is absent! 

In a country forever sniping at Ghana 
for its totalitarianism and immaturity 
it smacks of the grossest hypocrisy when 
you see the "civilised” Europeans cen¬ 
soring news, incarcerating political 
opponents and furthering a group of 
supporters who adhere to fascist tactics. 
I am no apologist for Ghana, but the 
severest critics of Nkrumah here follow 
m his footsteps. Ironically white supre¬ 
macists in Salisbury copy the methods 
of the main ATrican nationalist figure 
in attempting to suppress African nat¬ 
ionalism. 

entire Mary McCarthy mystery" ”J 
firmly believe,” he said, “that we should 
not, under any circumstances, give away 
the provisions of our own legislation 
[on censorship]/” 

The Victorian Government has been 
a reluctant pa liner to the 1962 “agree¬ 
ment” between Federal and State Gov¬ 
ernments. ("We have certain standards 
of law in Victoria and we are going to 
maintain them” is how Mr. Rylah put 
it. 13/3/64). This agreement finally 
awarded supreme censorship powers on 
all Imported literature to the Federal 
Government's Literary Censorship Board, 
[Although now accused of being 'too 
liberal' this authority itself banned last 
year, among others, a medical handbook 
on natural childbirth also an account 
oi the Court proceedings in the overseas 
Lady Chaneriy trial]. 

Tho Victorian Government is also 
pledged under the agreement 10 consult 
with the Federal authorities before acting 
against any publication already passed 
by Canberra (as was "The Group”). 

The method used to suppress "The 
Group” successfully "short circuited’ 
this delicate communications system be¬ 
tween the rival authorities. There could 
be no appeal against the banning oi 
■■The Group”. (There was. mo bunj. 
There could be no accusations of treach¬ 
ery from Canberra. (There was no ban). 
There could, of course, be no complaints 
from Lady Allison* (There was no 
Mary McCarthy), 

Even the conservative "Sydney Bullet¬ 
in's” Melbourne correspondent recog¬ 
nised (28 3/64) r "This sort of thing may 
betoken a certain conflict in Arthur 
Rylah between his private self and the 
ambitious politician. After all he has 
to keep a close eye on the ladles of the 
Kew electorate . . ♦ Both Mr. Bolte 
[the Prime Minister] and Arthur Rylah 
are conscious of the women’s vote and 
of female influence in the Liberal and 
Country Party. It affects their policy 
on hanging as much as on obscenity 
allegations.” So the machine remaini 
stalled. No-one of authority in Victoria 
apparently, desires to see it re-function¬ 
ing, A request by the Australian puh- 
Contlnuod on pa go 3 
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-VICTIMS OF OUR FE4S”, edited by 
Tina Morrii, A SCREECHES publi- 
cation, 2s. 6d. plus 6d, posh 

' r T n HE Scott ish novelist James Led ie 
^ Mitchell wrote a science fiction 
novel many years ago, in which he 
described the way of life of the remote 
ancestors of the entire race of homo 
sapiens. They were a golden-brown 
skinned people, who contained within 
themselves the potentialities of the 
Negro, the Caucasian, the Mongol and 
all the rest. The races hud not yet 
become differentiated. At times one 
wishes this was still the case, and look* 
forward to the day when extensive inter¬ 
marriage will have restored the original 
conditions. 

Actually however this is the wrong 
approach, for the real issue in the matter 
of racial prejudice is not the physical 
/differences between people but their 
Asocial status. The Negro is regarded 
■ in the way he is by the Caucasian 
because most Negroes occupy a low' 
social position. If this were not the 
case the prejudice with which “'Victims 
of our Fear” deals would dimmish 
almost to vanishing point. In South 
Africa today Japanese are accepted as 
equals in law'aiTZf custom, just as they 
were regarded as "Aryans” by the Nazis 
for lhe simple reason that japan is an 
up-to-date commercial and industrial 
country, with which it is advantageous 
to trade, Anu-Scttuiism has greatly 
diminished £mce the Jews established 
Israel* and if the Africans succeed in 


Prejudice and Power 


constructing a powerful industrialised 
empire on their continent coloui 
prejudice will become increasingly un¬ 
fashionable. 

(A nation of Amazons T equipped with 
all the modern paraphernalia of rockets 
and bombs and mass production, would 
bring to an end all those tedious jokes 
about mothers-in-law, women drivers, 
etc). 

in other words, race prejudice and 
class-prejudice are basically ihc same 
thing. The only thing which authori¬ 
tarian society respects is power. The 
an without power is hated and (odd 
it may seem) feared. Presumably 
cause those who hold power always 
fed afraid of losing it. The intensity 
of class feeling in Britain is well known, 
yet both bourgeois & nci worker are 
Caucasians. The real crime of Lady 
Chatterly was not adultery* This is 
socialy permitted 1 f> a woman whose 
husband is impotent, provided alt is 
discreetly hidden. Her crime lay in 
sleeping with a man of low caste. It h 

"At least the open unashuh 1 ^ expression 
of it. Though ^ of course prejudices 
can linger on for centuries in IX *oit 
of underground world pf their o w ,^j 

I have met Yorkshire men who still 
did not like Lancashire people and 
vice-versa. 


not surprising this book has been banned 
so long. 

“'Victims of our Fear” is an anthology, 
published by Screeches Publications, 
which also publishes the quarterly 
magazine "Poetmeat”, a "magazine of 
literary and social revolt”. It contains 
articles, newspaper cuttings and poems 
dealing mainly with the prejudice against 
Negroes, but occasionally it widens its 
range to mention other victims, such as 
the Gypsies. Arthur Moyse contributes 
two articles one on the Negro Fascists 
led by Malcolm X (why has he kept 
the Scottish name?), and one on the 
British Caucasian version of the same 
thing. He succeeded in extracting a 
statement of principles from John 
Tyndall, but the others were too wise 
to give themselves away. 

John Tyndall believes that civilisation 
has achieved its highest level among 
Northern Europeans, who must there¬ 
fore be biologically superior and should 
therefore refrain from intermarriage. In 
order to prevent intermarriage the races 
must be kept apart by force. Race, he 
believes, is the key to human progress 
Evidently two terrible wars, begun and 
largely waged by Northern Europeans on 
each other, and the concentration camps 
do not count as examples of "low 
civilsation”. One can imagine what 


would have been said if Belsen had 
been a Negro enterprise. As it was 
lhe Mau-Mau was used as a justification 
for believing In black inferiority. The 
crimes of the various European peoples 
between 1914 and 191S and again be¬ 
tween 1939 and 1945, let alone minor 
things, like the Sacco and Vanzeui 
murder, that went on in between wars, 
are not-apparently marks of inferiority 
ar alb 

Tina Morris, who edits the anthology, 
contributes a piece describing the re¬ 
lationship between black girl and white 
boy. In this the racial question, perhaps 
without the authoress' intention, is 
swamped by the much older conflict of 
the sexes. The man is brutal, the 
woman is sensitive. The man means 
well. He is brutal without intending to 
be, and so on. This conflict will endure 
longer than the racial issue, which seems 
of recent growth, since the days of the 
slave trade only. Antiquity did not know 
it, or not in its modem form. When 
the Negro states have their heavy in¬ 
dustry and their spaceships, and when 
White and Black are happily marrying 
each other's sisters, the men of both 
races will continue to treat “their 
womenfolk” as inferiors, and the women 
will continue their infuriating masochistic 
revelling in humiliation. 

There are many excellent poems and 
quotable bits and pieces. There arc 
illustarations. representing West Indian 
workers, by Cecily Ben-Tovim, 

A.WU 
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Continued from page * 

the need for a revolutionary up¬ 
heaval of established values; and 
equally important, that anarchist 
means would, in the event, be 
adequate to have a resonabie chance 
of succeeding. 

In trying to discover the best 
means to propagate anarchist ideas 
we anarchists would be more effect- 
ive if we learned to relate the im¬ 
portance of anarchism as a guide to 
our ways of life as convinced anar¬ 
chists. to the preoccupation of most 
people with the symbols of status, 
security and success. 

(The fact that the initiative for 
structural!sing the anarchist move¬ 
ment comes from the newcomers 
who are also young in years, and 
not from the old hands in activity 
and years proves our point—as well 
as suggesting others* less libertarian, 
less anarchist I), 

Our correspondent whose letter 
we referred to earlier having argued 
that our suggestion that anarchists 
should urge workers to demand 
more would be “playing into the 
capitalists’ hands 11 offers his alterna¬ 
tive w r hieh is that 

Perhaps the only realistic programme 
for anarchists is that of 'contracting out' 
of capitalism. For 'contented cows’ 
(your vision) do not make revolutions, 
individuals (with values other than the 
materialism of the herd), can however 
make their own pH vale ones. 

A pan from disagreeing with the 
contention that his programme is 
“realistic” we must also point out 
that in the editorial on “Contented 
Cows” we were concerned with see¬ 
ing how the limited resources of 
anarchist propaganda could be most 
effectively harnessed in view of 
capitalist trends, determined, we 
hastened to add. not by the capital- 
ists* love of mankind but by the 
current problems of production 
which are of their own making, the 
result of their disunity and greed. 
The probable “only realistic pro¬ 
gramme” offered by our corespon¬ 
dent is a programme for anarchists 
whereas our concern as an anarchist 
propaganda paper is not to advise 
anarchists how to run their lives, 
because we assume that they can 
deal whh this problem for them¬ 
selves, but to communicate anar¬ 
chist ideas to non-anarchists. 

If we are told that our propaganda 
should be linked to our personal 
experience our reply would be that 
if we believed it were possible for 
everybody to live as anarchists in 
the existing set-up then ii would be 
dishonest of us to oppose it. and 
our propaganda should be directed 
to making people aware of its 
potentialities. We oppose authori¬ 
tarian society with every argument 
at our command just because we are 
convinced dial if a limited number 
of individuals with intelligence or 
wealth can get by, that is live their 
lives to the full by reason of their 
intelligence and/or wealth, in society 
as it is. they do so only because 
the overwhelming majoriiy arc cui 
off, for one reason or another, from 
both. To attract more people to mu 
ideas we must talk to them in a lan¬ 
guage they understand: that is, we 
must, in expounding our ideas con¬ 
vince people that we are human 
understanding beings, who share 
their problems, and persuade them 
that it is because and not in spite at 
these problems that we believe in 
the validity of anarchism 

Our correspondent in his pro¬ 
posed “programme” cuts the Gor¬ 


dian knot jusL as do the socialists 
when they plump for “equality of 
opportunity”. Both run away from 
the problem which is how to do 
away with the system which makes 
it possible for man to exploit man. 
Our correspondent by “contracting 
out” of society, or socialists who 
fondly imagine that they can graft 
equality on the rootstock of capital¬ 
ism by calling it “equality of op- 
pommty” do nothing to disturb a 
system cemented in privilege. 

For those of us who neither wish 
to escape from, or dominate, man¬ 
kind; who want to be themselves in 
society and do not inhabit some ideal 
island of the imagination, the world 
around us is vital to our enjoyment 
of life, and we are propagandists 
because humanity matters to us. To 
“contract our of capitalism” in a 
capitalist society means, if one 
carries out one’s threat, living a 
hermit’s life, and most anarchists, 
to our knowledge,* enjoy life and 
the company of their fellow beings* 
perhaps more lhan most people. 


ANARCHISTS are “bad” propa¬ 
gandists, compared with the 
Marxists, for instance, because since 
by definition anarchism is ihe denial 
of authority, and propaganda can 
so easily be interpreted as im¬ 
post non. many anarchists look upon 

do. m*. -■»- " ] iy n jiiifiifiifcLr . 
Yet progress, in the best sense, is 
the assimilation of ideas and know¬ 
ledge which fertilise more ideas and 
leads to further discoveries which 
in turn are handed on to the next 
generation. Propaganda, for us, is 
simply our contribution to further¬ 
ing—and hastening we hope—a 
general recognition of anarchist 
values as ihe obvious way of life. 

There are a hundred and one 
ways of making anarchist propa¬ 
ganda: every convinced anarchist 
just by expressing his ideas to 
others at every available opportunity 
Furthers the cause of anarchism. 
And far from suggesting that we and 
our readers should all “contract out” 
of capitalism we would urge all of 
you for whom anarchism means 
something more important ihan an 
intellectual concept to communi¬ 
cate your “discovery” not only to 
your family circle, and your close 
friends, but far and wide. Propa¬ 
ganda is one form of communi¬ 
cations which can brainwash or 
enlighten. Anarchist propaganda 
aims at making people think for 
themselves and not of persuading 
ihem to Jet others think for them. 

If only for this reason anarchist 
propaganda deserves your support! 

*And as revealed by Ihe Fkeldom sur¬ 
vey summarised rn Anajwhv 12 (Feb, 

m2). 


Phase Check your 
Renewal Notices ! 

We tear lha! some of our subscribers, 
particularly in ihe U.S,A. and Australia, 
recently received renewal notices on 
cards showing the old rales, 

We should he guileful if when renew¬ 
ing you would hear in mind that the 
current rates are: 

SURFACE MAtt : 

Combined subscription to Anarchy 
imd Freedom: £2 (S6.00) per year. 
Anarchy only. 25/- ($750) per year. 
Freedom only: 20/. ($3.00) per year. 
AIRMAIL: 

Freedom by Airmail, Anarchy by 
Surface: 65/- ($9.50) per year. 


Mr. Krushchev la* 1 , head at 

Madame Tussaud's Jf * replace* 

merit’ (he Hans jm Andersen 

mermaid in Copen ha ^ * harbour lost 
hers to augment a pn m against de¬ 
capitation of buildings Jn Copenhagen 
and the general nogl^ 1 of (he city; the 
Middle East Command I'«l 'm head after 
dropping 1,000 pound jlfcmbs against 
rebel tribesmen in 0 1 ". Radian area. 
They It ad obtained from the 

Defence Ministry in b ,f ldon to use the 
bombs, Group-Capta r ^ Blythe, com¬ 
mander of the Aden ai r |base said "The 
idea was to hit them hard while we 
could. We believe (he raid was success¬ 
ful and a number cd dissidents were 
killed. Thousund-podbtj bombs scatter¬ 
ing metal around are pretty lethal 
weapons, and it is Rina sty way of 
killing people/' . - 

Brian Robert Smith, 18. was found 
hanging at the Hindie- Borstal Centre, 
Wigan. James FchoU iged 19, a Negro, 
was executed in the -deciric chair at 
Huntsville. Texas for he rape in l%2 
of a while woman. Seventeen prisoner* 
were suffocated in a local police station 
tell in Mwenc-ditU in (he Kasai region 
of the Congo. The police had crowded 
the prisoners into a windowless cell and 
slammed the door. Because the cell had 
no a Item alive ventilation ihc police had 
been in the habit of leaving the door 
open, reports Reuter, but when two 
prisoners walked out Of the open door 
to freedom it wns derided to dose the 
door. An inquiry is being held. Forty 
thousand people pm l ed into a sports 
stadium to watch Phan Quang Dong 
brother of the late President of Viet¬ 
nam being shot by ji firing squad. He 
was recovering from a] heart attack and 
was carried by stretcher from the prison 
but insisted on walking the final few 
yards to the execution post. He said to 
his priest and his lawyer. *T do no! 
ask any favour. 1 accept full respon¬ 
sibility for everything for the sake of 
my country.” , , , 

The "Daily Mail” n parted that prison 
ers are to be allowed to write to the 
National Council for Civil Liberties and 
the Howard League for Pena! Reform. 
But the Home Office has ruled that a 
prisoner must use one of his ordinary 
letter ration” be must not ask for 
Jcgal proceedings to be started on his 

prison men imprisoned 

for twelve months for attacking a police 
constable who rs himself now serving t\ 
prison sentence for dishonesty were 
ordered by the Court of Criminal 
Appeal to be discharged from prison. 
The constable provoked (he attack by 
directing a wholly unnecessary and 
insulting remark &( one of the men. 
He said: l don't feven want to walk 
on the sums side of the street as you." 
A prison officer at Arm ley Prison was 
found not guilty at Leeds of striking a 
prisoner. The magistrate told him “i 
acquit you not in the sense of saying 
(he case is not proved, but in (he sense 
that you are not guilty. 1 ' The officer 
said that he feared there might he an 
incident and he Ijad reprimanded the 



prisoner. He had shaken his finger at 
him but did not strike him. A book¬ 
keeper aged 26 was held in Brixion 
prison for stealing a £1,947 cheque. He 
was wrongfully identified by a detective, 
after further enquiries they arrested an 
eighteen-year-old boy. The book-keeper 
said he would sue the police for false 
arrest and said. "Brixton was the most 
distasteful place I have ever been in." 
Harold Graham Dunsmnre was released 
from Borstal after a suggestion in The 
Peaple that he was innocent. He was 
sentenced for unlawfully having possess¬ 
ion of a cigarette lighter, a ring and a 
watch. It was established that he was 
in lawfut possession of two of the 
articles, . . . 

IN Greenwich Village, the New York 
League for Sexual Freedom picket ted 
the Women's House of Detention (where 
half the prisoners arc charged with pros¬ 
titution) with signs reading “Free the 
Prostitutes", "Why not on Sundays' and 
"If It Wasn'E for Sex you Wouldn't Be 
Here". One youth alleged to be shout¬ 
ing "Whoop de do, I want to screw. 
How about you?" was charged with dis¬ 
orderly conduct. Judith Malina, an 
actress from the Living Theatre, carried 
a sign "Ballin' is Good for the SouP 
and said that the League were political 
reactionaries' because one of the slogans 
should have been "Free All Prisoners" 
Julian Beck of the Libertarian Action 
Committee of the General Strike for 
Peace carted a sign to that effect: 
Richard Kern, a member of the League 
for Sexual Freedom described its aims 
of legalizing prostitution "under condi¬ 
tions which will reduce venereal disease 
and provide b etter income and working 
conditions fur prostitutes". "The cur¬ 
rent penal method of dealing with pros¬ 
titution has failed. We must iry some¬ 
thing more humane/’ The League advo¬ 
cates the abolition of laws on the books 
of many states against miscegenation, 
sodomy, homosexuality and transvestism* 
A march was phoned to take place in 
New York to coincide with the opening 
of the Worlds Fair. It was in protest 
against the harassment of the arts a* 
exemplified by the arrests of Lenny 
Bruce and a film-producer Jonas Mefcas 
on charges of obscenity, the action of 
New York City authorities against artists 
living in lofts and the seizure by Federal 
of the Living Theatre—an tax charges, , , 

I he Home Secretary announced a bill 
to fill loopholes in the Obscene Publica¬ 


tions Act. This will make a new offence 
of being in possession of an obscene 
article for publication for gain. This 
will circumvent the Court rulings that 
one cannot corrupt a police officer in 
the mailer of obscenity <R. v, Clayton) 
and also will make photographic nega¬ 
tives obscene, London County Council 
voted by 77 voles to 57 to ban smoking 
in the 154 cinemas licensed by the L.C.C 
The main problem they now have is how 
to enforce the ban 

A report published by the Medical 
Research Council estimates that there 
was an increase in the amount of 
strontium-90 in children's bones in the 
first six months of 1963. In the absence 
of further nuclear tests in the atmosphere 
the mean level of strop!imn-90 in the 
bones of young children in any large 
region of Britain will not reach 10 units 
of strontium concentrate and (reports 
the Guardian {sit) ) "the rational average 
will not be more than seven units”. . . . 

About 400 television viewers in Swedje- 
hakeen, Sweden arc planning a gala 
dance that will culminate in a bonfire— 
using TV sets as the fuel, Ulf Janson. 
head of a social group called Vacrmfand 
Sausages (which were on the menu Ihe 
first time it met) explained, "We arc 
tired of television and staring stupidly 
into the screen. Now we aim to get 
together and have some fun instead. It 
is not enough to put the sets in the 
cellar. They must be completely des¬ 
troyed,” 

Jon Quixote, 


mary McCarthy 

Continued from page 2 

Jishers that police officially seize copies 
of "The Group" and seek an official 
court order for their destruction (on 
grounds of alleged obscenity) has been 
refused. Thu Chief Secretary explained 
(23/3/64): "The Solicitor-General [Sir 
Henry VVmncke, Q.C.) has advised that 
proceedings for a breach of the law 
based upon arrangements made between 
the law enforcement authority and the 
proposed defendants would constitute a 
misuse of the criminal law." 

A hastily convened meeting between 
Federal and State Government repre¬ 
sentatives has dispersed without an 
afficiaf statement. A "Freedom To Read 
Committee" has been formed with the 
expressed intention of offering copies of 
"The Group" for public sale, inviting 
arrest and the testing of the books '“un- 
avariability” in the Courts, Rylah has 
warned that offenders face a possible T2 
months* (first offence) sentence. 

The London publishers, Messrs. 
Wei den fold and Nicholson have not so 
far 122,4 64) replied to a request for 
assistance from the "Freedom to Read 
Committee". 

Fit the meantime the Government has 
turned to more important business. New 
elections^ have been announced. Both 
Rolte and Rylah stand for re-election 
on June 27th, 

Francis Webb. 


Spanish Miners Strike 


Continued from pag* l 

ded by the miners and a refusal and 
shut-down by the obstinate companies. 
In order to try to overcome the uncom¬ 
promising attitude of the bosses, the 
workers are trying a ’go-slow'. Resort* 
ing to all sorts of cunning to avoid 
repressive measures against the mine- 
workers, they have managed to keep up 
the go-stow' for fl month and even two 
months in some pits and workshops of 
l her Duro-Fdqueru and Fabrica de 
MiureSp In the PumurabuJe mine, they 
obta i n ad s u hst a n l i a J imp ru vc m en l s 
thanks lo their determination m the 
conflict*" 

"fn spite of the apparent temporary 
iiettJunienls, latent unrest continues in 
all professions and pctiVftJus. They have 
not given ouf lbe new regulation* for 
coal mines hecaiiM? (he bosses are icso- 
luiely opposed to ubneeding the slightest 
improvement. For this reason strikes 
are likely to break out m any moment. 
Due lo Ihe well-founded fear of this 
happening, the vertical unions are widely 
distributing throughout the region, n 
pamphlet calling fur calm and I rust. At 
it is only too well known what odious 
role the fascist unions ore playing, their 
whining deceives no one, nor u /// they 
he tibia to swp the outburst when il 
comes/ 1 

As the news shows, reported in a fevs 
papers, (he strikes have really started 
One firm laid off several hundred men 
for 10 days because they had elected 
their own committee lo put I heir griev 
Etnces over silicosis, instead of the state 
nin union, Before ibis the miners had 


been on strike for S days. Following 
this the metallurgical workers downed 
tools in sympathy with the miners. 
Other mines have come out in support, 
setting up their own strike committees 
and ignoring the official unions. 2,000 
land workers in the Cadiz and Seville 
region have also come out in sympathy. 

Apparently in April the Spanish Gov¬ 
ernment's Economic Committee, with 
Franco in the chair, met to decide wage 
increases and better conditions for coal¬ 
miners. These proposed improvements 
were supposed (0 be published the nest 
day. However nothing appeared and it 
seem?] that any improvements which were 


made through the official government- 
controlled unions were also rejected by 
the bosses and the government. As these 
official unions are only the mouthpiece 
Of the government no doubt their claims 
were small and in no way representative 
of the miners themselves. 

This refusal has added even more to 
the miners' determination to win their 
own demands. Again they have taken 
action for themseJves and while Scnor 
Solis, the Secretary-General of the 
Falange and Minister for the Govern¬ 
ment run unions, visile this country lo 
gain support here for Franco's regime 
and unions, the miners are showing by 
direct means the strength of their oppo¬ 
sition to them. FT. 


ANTI-ELECTION NEWS 


Wo have jus! had 12*000 stickers 
printed, 6,000 of "Politics equals War” 
and 6,000 of "Politics out, Anarchism 
in" These will cost lj9d. per hundred 
plus postage. The first one we feel 
should be stuck up in areas where the 
'HiOfards of Voting" leaflet has already 
been distributed. As this has on tile 
hoi tom of the back page, "If you fed 
that you should do something on polling 
day and not merely abstain front voting, 
don't vote for a candidate, mark your 
card POLITICS-WART, we hope that 
on seeing the slicker people will link 
it with the leaflet. Both stickers arc 
marked "Anarchist Federation of 
Britain”* 

In Fulham we have distributed the 
"Hazards of Voting'’ leaflet widely and 


wu shall soon have lt> do li reprint. If 
there are any suggestions for improve, 
ment, would comrades let us know 
quickly? 

Most of the various groups were 
written to prior to Easter, asking them 
what they were doing about the General 
Election, asking for ideas and offering 
them help. So far, only one group has 
replied asking us to print a leaflet and 
some posters for them. We would ccr 
tainly welcome news and ideas and be 
willing to give assistance to group* who 
are not so well equipped for printing 

Please send your ideas, suggestions 
orders for posters, leaflets ami sticker* 
and donations lo Bill Sticker, -17a. Max¬ 
well Road, London, S Wi, 

AnfiTkoiini Committee. 



















FREEDOM 


Open Letter to the CNT Liaison Committee in 6t. Britain 


Dear Comrades, 

Thank you for sending your leaflets 
inviting me to take part in a demonstra¬ 
tion oE solidarity with the Spanish 
people. While sympathising with your 
general aims, ! do not agree with all 
the points in your 'Demand', and 1 think 
it is worth while to discuss these differ¬ 
ences of opinion. 

It seems to me that in some of the 
points in your 'Demand’ there is a ten¬ 
dency which, if pursued, would isolate 
the people in Spain from people in 
other countries. You seek to discourage 
people of other countries from visiting 
Spain when on holiday, to discourage 
Trades Union representatives from going 
there, and you ask for an embargo on 
'goods’ (all goods?) as well as amis 
shipped to Spain—for the Franco regime 
needs imports. 

Now I know very well that foreign 
visitors to Spain are presented with a 
phoney facade by the Lou list board, 
that T.U* representatives meet govern¬ 
ment stooges rather than workers’ repre¬ 
sentatives, and that Franco depends in 
part on foreign aid. Bui what is the 
alternative? We should not despise the 
common sense of ordinary people, he 
they holiday visitors or T.U. officials. 
People should be free to visit all coun¬ 
tries and it is up to them to see through 
the facade of falsities which government 
propaganda presents to them. While 1 
would no more support the sending of 
arms to the Franco government than 1 
would to any government. I can see not 
more case for a general trade embargo 
on Spain than on a host of other coun* 
tries which are cursed with the most 
odious regimes. 

As ! happen to be a native of Britain. 

I ask myself how would I feci if I were 
a political exile from this country where 
some type of militarist fascist type of 
regime were installed? If I had to live 
elsewhere for fear of being officially 
murdered were I to show my face here. 

1 would doubtless feel very’ bluer. That 
bitterness would be enhanced by the 
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knowledge that my friends were trapped 
here in poverty and oppression, and 
every decent and progressive trend in 
Britain was stifled. It would particu¬ 
larly enrage me, I know, if the fascist 
regime were to attract tourists to this 
country by a phoney parade of ‘the 
British tradition’ and herds of foreign 
visitors were shepherded to Stratford-on- 
Avon to see versions of Shakespeare— 
bowdlerised so that no offence was given 
to the regime. Oh yes. a fascist Estab¬ 
lishment in Britain, would be second to 
none in hypocrisy \ In such circum¬ 
stances I can well imagine wishing for 
a complete embargo on everything that 
filled the British treasury. But would 
such an embargo be wise, either humanly 
or tactically? 

[f. on the other hand, I were com¬ 
pelled to live here under the strangle¬ 
hold of a real militarist-fascist regime 
over Britain, how would I feel about 
an embargo from the outside? I am 
sure that the feeling of isolation would 
he one of the worst privations if people 
from foreign countries were prevented 
from coming, even as indifferent tour¬ 
ists, To be shut in a stifled country 
with little prospect of relief is bad 
enough, but in such circumstances one 
would naturally look abroad for a 
breath of fresh air and for hope, as long 
as there were countries where direct op¬ 
pression were less. One would look to 
one's comrades exiled abroad as a source 
of inspiration, but the mere fact of an 
influx of visitors, books and goods from 
abroad would inspire one with hope of 
change. 

I know r that there arc considerable 
differences between the history of Spain 
and of Britain, and between lhe natures 
of their social structures, Britain now 



FINGS 


South Africa 

Nelson Mandela is on trial. Want 
to do something? Contact Brenda 
Moule. A MB 598S. 

Direct Action Decorators 

For workers’ control and active 
peacemaking. Decorators, electrical, 
carpenter, signwritcr* etc,, available 
for work on mutual aid basis. Jobs 
wanted. 

D.AXL 168 Station Road. Hendrm, 

T^.WA; HEN 0422, 

Fo rt on 

Picket Whit-Sun day from noon. 
Meet at Haven filling-station on 
A30* (London side of Salisbury), 
Cat-owners please contact Com¬ 
mittee of 100, 

Ant i-Po laris 

Two-day March, June 27th and 28th, 
FasJane. Details CND 4 Frederick 
Lane. Glasgow, CL 
Film Show 

Committee of 100* 

Saturday, 30th May. 2.30. 

Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
W.C.2. Admission 2/6, 


S,W. France—walking tour—two weeks 
from 14th June, Anyone interested 
making up small parly write Jeff Robin¬ 
son do Freedom, Strong legs essential. 


Heavy and onerous clerical duties of 
FT.A. secretary make imperative finding 
a room of one's own, at the top not 
essential* shape irrelevant, view unim¬ 
portant, furniture must leave room for 
expansion. Offers, in or near Central 
London at moderate rental to Arthur 
Uloth, c o Freedom. 


Bristol Federation of Anarchists is co¬ 
ordinating a campaign against conscrip¬ 
tion, and would be glad of monetary 
and informative assistance, 9. Corn¬ 
wallis Crescent, Clifton. Bristol. 


Would any skilled Brickie 

like a spdt in the country building a 
garden wall for comrades? Beer, board 
and lodging and remuneration by 
agreement. Unskilled mate available. 
Apply I* Sansom, c/o Freedom Press. 

Funds Wauled 

Anarchist Federation of Britain 
needs cash for purchase of dupli¬ 
cator, etc. Cash, chequest, etc., to 
Jan Wallis (Treasurer), c/o 5 Col¬ 
ville Houses, London, W.ll, 

Miens and Agents Wanted 

for "Anarchist Youth", Apply Mar¬ 
lin S, Gilbert, ID Dansecrofl Flats, 
Brent Street, Hendon, N.W.4. 

French Libertarian Camp 

Uiikibus hired from 7lh August lo 
22nd August, Shared cost. 

Scats still available. Details, Albert, 
55 Station Road, HaiJsham, Sussex* 
Film Shows 

Did you know that there are film 
shows Sunday nights for anarchists 
and/ or . , . , For details ring: 
FLAxman 5277. 

If you 111 Ink 

that your ‘Engs' are worth inclusion 
in this column let us know, * , * 



has her nose \ n own trough, and 
the mass of the here seem to care 

even less for the f^tc of peoples abroad 
than they did i n 1930's, Then* real 
economic privaij 0fl was more common 
here and there wa s some sense of anti¬ 
fascist ^crrmtioijal solidarity. The 
Stalinists played ^err part in making 
men cynical about such ideas. You seek 
to awake some spark of concern in 
Britain lor the phgfu of your country, 
and all honour to you. But I do not 
think that the tactics you employ in 
calling for nFg m i ve measures of em¬ 
bargo on travel, etc are going to further 
your aims at alt Would it not be better 
to urge people to 'visit Spain and to 
educate them in advance as to what they 
should seek to see, the facets of situa¬ 
tion in Spain they should be aware of? 

If Franco. Cor economic reasons, must 


keep the frontiers open, surely that can 
be turned to advantage in rendering 
some some real aid to the people ot 
Spain, rather than the enrichment of 
their masters. The visitors to Spain are 
no longer the rich globe-trotters ot 
former times, but ordinary working 
people who can now afford to travel 
a little. Are these not the people you 
should seek to educate, and whose aid 
you should seek to enlist after the long 
period of apathy? 

AH these criticisms are meant con¬ 
structively* My interest in Spain is by 
no means idle: the revolution of 1936 
and the long struggle after has shaped 
my development in many way's, like that 
of many others of my generation. He 
owe to your people an everlasting debt. 

Most sincerely, 

Tom’ Gibson. 


'Solidarity with the Spanish People 9 


The weather, which was warm and 
sunny cannot be blamed for last Sun¬ 
day s poorh supposed demonstration. 
Hide publicity in national newspapers 
and leaflets had been ach ieved by the 
organisers* the National Confederation 
of Labour. 

I ho demonstration was to show' our 
solidarity with the Asturias miners and 
other workers who are now on strike 
in Spain, and to back up demands for 
the release of all political and social 
prisoners. A letter was handed in at 
the Spanish Embassy pledging our sup¬ 
port for the strikers and stating our 
demands. 

A letter was also handed in at the 
Belgian Embassy, demanding that there 
should be no extradition of Francisco 
Abarca* who has been in prison now 
since October Nth* and that he should 
be released. 

The march started at Marble Arch 
and headed for the Belgian Embassy 
in Eaton Square, hut ^the police, who 
were out in strength led the head of 
the column straight past the bottom of 
the road leading to ihe embassy. This 
procedur was repeated when we ap¬ 
proached the Spanish Embassy, In 
actual fact the street where the Belgian 
Embassy is situated leads up to the 
Spanish one. 

The police_^mjg^vn'eci any actual 

d Inc embassies 

and only allowed a small delegation to 
hand in the letters. 

On the way back to Marble Arch, 
just as the delegation rejoined the march 
a comrade expressed aloud, what every¬ 


body fell, annoyance and frustration at 
not being able to demonstrate outside 
the embassies. The comrade started to 
go down a side t urn irig towards Bel* 
grave Square with other comrades fol¬ 
lowing, but were not quick enough and 
there were not sufficient of us for lhe 
police formed a cordon across the road 
and our efforts to reach the embassies 
ended, FT. 

A BARCA DEMONSTR ATION IN 
HAMBURG 

Our correspondent hi Hamburg writes: 

On the 30th April there was here a 
demonstration and a meeting of young 
trade unionists: on this occasion many 
Spanish workers who work here (some 
in exile) put the Abarca case to the 
public, with a petition demanding the 
release of the anti-fascist Abarca* There 
was even slogan-shouting such as “Viva 
la CNTf Viva la FAIT and “Viva 
TEspagna syndicalists! f \ I’ve never seen 
such a vivid demonstration as was this 
one; and I was very pleased to see and 
hear that Anarcho-syndicalism is still a 
major movement among the Spanish 
workers abroad. 


PROPOSED GROUPS 

HAYES & DISTRICT ANARCHIST 

cirnff* 

Contact Mike Wakcman. 

12 Hoppner Road. Hayes. Middlesex. 

COUNTY OF STAFFORD 
TRAINING COLLEGE 
John Wheeler, C.S.T.C.. Nr, Stafford, 
Staffs. 
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HEREFORD 

Peter i Maureen Ford, 9 Poole Close, 
Hereford 

MANCHESTER 

John McEwan* c/o Parrish, 4 r Sanhy 
Avenue, Mount Estate, Gorton, Man¬ 
chester 

MERSEYSIDE 

Details from Vincent Johnson, 43 Mill' 
bank. Liverpool 13. (STO 2632). 

Every Saturday 2.30. 

Outside Lewis's paper-selling, 

SHEFFIELD 

Peter Lee, 745 Eccleshall Road. Sheffield 


OFF-CENTRE LONDON 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 

First Tuesday in each month at 8 p.m, 
at Jean and Tony Smythe's Ground 
Floor Flat* 88, Park Avenue, Enfield, 
Middlesex. 

3rd Wednesday of each month at Jack 
Robinson and Mary Canipa’s, 21, 
Rum bold Road, S.W.6 (off King's Road), 
8 p.m. 

Last Thursday in month: 

At George Hayes'* 174 McLeod Road, 
S.E.2. 


Freedom weekly 

FREEDOM is published 40 times 

ii year, on every Saturday except 
the first in each mouth. 

Anarchy monthly 

ANARCHY (2/3 or 30 cents post free), 
a 32'puge journal of anarchist ideas, 
is published 12 limes a year on the 
first Saturday of the month. 


Postal Subscription Rates to FREEDOM 
only 

l yoar (40 iifuei) 20/- (U-S. $3] 

6 months 120 issues) 10/— ($1.50) 

3 months (10 issues) 5/" (10.75) 

Special Subscription Kates 
for 2 copies FREEDOM 

I year (40 ihuqs] 30/- (U.S, $4,50] 

6 months (20 issues) 15/- ($2,25) 


ANARCHIST FEDERATION 
OF BRITAIN 

Co-ordinating Secretary; Tom JaekApn* 
10 Gilbert Place* London, W.C.1, 


LONDON ANARCHIST GROUP 

"Lamb and Flag"'. Rote Street, Covcoi 
Garden. W.C.2. (nr. Garrick and King 
Streets; Leicester Square tube), 7.45 p_m. 

MAY 17 Jackstevcnson on: 

Anarchists and Responsibility 
MAY 24 S* Fanarof on: 

What Next In Anarchism? 

MAY 31 Eric Lister on: 

Art fur Freedom 

ALL WELCOME 


Nutting Hill Anarchist Croup. Enquiries 

Bronya MacDonald 

|5 St. Stephen's Gardens* W2, 


REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS 

Birmingham Group 

Peter Neville* 

12 South Grove, Erdington* Birmin^ 
ham, 23, 

Birmingham (University) 

Dave Chancy, 

7* Birches Close, Moseley, 

Birmingham, 1.3. 

Birmingham College of 
Commerce Anarchist Society 

Discussion meetings weekly* Detail* 
from John Phil by, c/o College. 

Bristol Federation 

Irregular meetings—enquiries to 
Ron Scuttle, 

9 Cornwallis Crescent, Bristol 8. 

Cambridge Group 

Meets Tuesdays (in term), Q5 Queen*. 
Details and information, town and gown, 
Adrian Cunningham, 3 North Cottage** 
Trumpingtnn Road, Cambridge. 

Dundee Group 

Contact Rod Cameron, 

6 Westfield Place, Dundee. 

Edinburgh Group 

Enquiries — Anne-Marie Fearon (Top 
flat). 31 Scotland Street, Edinburgh, 

Glasgow Federation 

Meets every Thursday, 8 p.m. 

4 North Frederick Lane. Glasgow, C L 

Oxford Group 

Contact N. Gould, Corpus Christi. 

Romford & Hornchurch 

Contact John Chamberlain, 19 Chestnut 
Glen. Hornchurch. Essex. 

Tunbridge Wells Group 

Meets 1st and 3rd Thursday in month at 
J D. Gilbett-Rolfe, 4 Mount Sion* 
Tunbridge Wells, Sussex. 

Plymouth 

8 p.m.. 

Fred Spiers, 35 Ridge Park Avenue, 
Mutley, Plymouth. 

Reading 

Meetings third Friday of each month 
7.30 p.m, at Eric and Carol Morse's, 
16 FoxhiiJ Road, Reading. 


Tyneside Federation 

Enquiries H. P, Nash, 

ID Si monside Terrace. Newcastle-on- 
Tyne* 6. 


1st Friday of each month at Ann 
Davidson and Dennis Gould's, 4 Ben- 
hams Place, N.W.3* Beginning March 
6 th. 

2nd Friday at Brian Leslie's, 242 Amea- 
bury Avenue, SAV.2 {Streatfiam Hill* 
Nr. Station). 

3rd Friday of each month at 8 p.m, at 
Donald & Irene Rooum's* 148a Feilowi 
Road. Swiss Cottage, N.W,3* 

NEW OFF-CENTRE Wimbledon S.W*19 
Third Saturday of each month at 8 p.m. 
For deiaiK Phone WIM 2849. 


Air Mail Subscription Rates to 
FREEDOM only 

I year (40 issues] 45/- ($7.00) 


Combined Subscript ion to FREEDOM 
and ANARCHY 

12 months 40/- (U.S. & Canada $6.00) 
6 months 20/- ($3l 
3 months 10/6 ($1*50) 

Special .Subscription Rales For 2 copies 
12 months 63/- (U S. & Canada $9,00} 
6 months 31/6 | $4,50} 


AIR MAIL Subscription Rates 
(FREEDOM by Air Mail, 

ANARCHY bv Surface Malt) 

12 months 65/— (U.S. & Canada $9.50) 

Chaquat, PO,s and Money Orders should 
be made out to FREEDOM PRESS crostad 
a/e Payee, and addressed to the publishers: 

Freedom Press 

17a MAXWELL ROAD 
LONDON, S.W.6. ENGLAND 
Tel: RENOWN 3736. 


^denotes regular contributors. 
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